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was put to the test. Here his sense of humor
stood him in good stead. He could listen when
necessary with solemn countenance, but in-
wardly amused understanding, to the elaborate
explanations by voluble fathers and mothers
of the peculiar virtues and peculiar needs of
their unexampled children; and he wrote once:

"It is a fine thing to have boys come from
South Dakota. The esteemed parents cannot
be with you always, and the old gentleman
cannot pass his time on the back fence criti-
cizing the work and guessing at the combina-
tion of the hash/5

Sometimes he had a startlingly effective way
of dealing with the parents who were too much
in the way. One obstreperous mother who had
been packing up her boy's effects at the end of
the year, invaded the Study at a very busy
time, carrying a large military helmet which
belonged to her son, and inquired, "Professor,
how shall I get this helmet home?" He re-
plied blandly, " You wear it."

In matters that touched reality he had a
swift intuitive sympathy with the father's and
mother's aims and hopes, and he spared no
pains to create between himself and them a co-
operation on the boy's behalf which was affec-
tionate and eager. But at the same time he
was definite and firm in his requirement thatcaped
